NOTICE OF RACE AND SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

SPRING TWILIGHT SERIES,  5.10.11 – 21.12.11
-
The organizing authority for this race series is the Port of Yamba Yacht Club (PYYC).
-
The races will be governed by the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing, unless changed in accordance with Rule 86 Part 7 by these instructions, by the briefing or by the publication of local rules by the management committee of the PYYC.
-
Spinnakers may not be used during any race in this series.

-
Races will be run on Wednesdays.   The first race of the series will be on 5th October and the last on 21st December 2011.  The series will consist of twelve races.
-
The race start time will be 4.30pm until the race on Wednesday 2nd November when the start time will be 5.00pm until the end of the series.
-
Briefings will be at the PYYC club room one and a half hours before race time.  Course sheets will be handed out at the briefing.  The starter's clock, which is synchronized with “world time” on your computers or mobile phones, will be available to crews at the briefing.

-
The time limit for races will be two and a half hours, however if one boat has finished within the time limit the race may be extended by half an hour.
-
To try and ensure all races are completed before dark, the course may be shortened.  Also, if it is a pursuit race, the course length may be adjusted during the race to make the race duration similar to what was anticipated when the start time offsets were calculated.  All such changes will be announced by radio on VHF channel 72.  Please listen carefully to your radios if you suspect that the course may be changed.

-
Rule 26, Part 3 (Starting Signals) is amended as follows:  There will only be sound signals.  These will be a 5 minute preparatory sound signal, a 1 minute warning sound signal and a start sound signal.  If it is a pursuit race, after the scratch boat each subsequent start time will be signalled by one sound signal only.  No visual signals will be given.

-
A completed crew form from each boat, with a $5 entry fee for each skipper and crew-member (minimum $10 and maximum $25 for each boat), must be lodged with Race Control on race day.  Failure to do this will result in disqualification from that race.
-
If the start line is opposite the tavern, a boat may prepare itself for the race on the course side of the start line, and may remain on the course side at any time up until the boat crosses to the pre-start side in order to start the race.  Any boats not yet racing must give way to boats that are racing.  In addition, engines may be used until the 1 minute warning signal.
-
Rule 30.1 Part 1 (Round-an-End Rule) is amended as follows:  If the start line is opposite the tavern, any boat that has to sail from the course side to the pre-start side of the start line should not attempt to sail around either end of the line but must sail through it.
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-
Rule 29.2 Part 1 (Individual Recall) is amended as follows:  If a boat crosses the line early there will be a series of short sound signals after the start.  The starter will try and contact the boat(s) that started early by radio, but this should not be relied upon.  It is up to a boat crew who thinks they may have started early to decide whether to continue on and get penalised 4 minutes in addition to the time started early, or to turn back and restart.  Any boat electing to restart must give way to all other boats until crossing the line for the second time.

-
Rule 42.3 (d) Part 4 (Propulsion) has been further amended as follows:  If a boat finds it cannot get clear of a grounding using the forces of wind and water, it may, as well as using the forces specified in this rule, use a propulsion engine.  Propulsion from an engine must cease as soon as the vessel is clear of the grounding.  To avoid disqualification, if any advantage has been achieved in the race by this propulsion, the boat must sail back to a safe position equivalent to where the grounding took place before proceeding with the race under sail alone.

-
The scoring system for each race is: 1st.  20 points; 2nd.  18 points; 3rd.  16 points; 4th.  14 points; 5th.  13 points; 6th.  12 points; 7th.  11 points; 8th. and over  10 points.  A boat that starts but does not finish gets 5 points.  Each boat's three worst scores will be discarded to determine its final placing in the series.  A DNS, a DNF, abandoned and cancelled races will all be included as a boat’s worst score.
-
A minimum of three competing yachts is required to start a race.  Five points may be added to the pointscore of yachts with crew that are at the briefing and prepared to race if that race is cancelled due to insufficient starters.  This will be at the discretion of the race officer of the day.
-
Recognition will be given to the winning boat in each race in the form of a bottle of wine for the skipper and a free glass of beer/wine/beverage for each crew member if they are present at the PYYC club room shortly after the race.  A prize will be presented to the three series place-getters at the Presentation Night for the 2011/12 racing season.

-
Yacht racing can be a dangerous sport.  Competitors participate in this series entirely at their own risk and your attention is drawn to Rule 4 Part 1 "Decision to Race".
-
For changed race information, including possible cancellation due to bad weather, check your e-mail or ring a PYYC racing sub-committee member on race day.
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