SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
FOUNDING FATHERS’ REGATTA 2011
1

Administration
1.1
The organizing authority for this race series is the Port of Yamba Yacht Club (PYYC).
1.2
The race will be governed by the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing 
2009-2012 unless changed in accordance with Rule 86 Part 7 by these instructions, 
by the briefing or by the publication of local rules by the executive committee of the 
PYYC.
1.3
A completed Regatta Entry Form and sign-on crew form from each boat, with a $30 
entry fee, must be lodged with Race Control by 11.30am on Saturday 1st October.  
Failure to do this will result in a 
Did Not Start.
1.4
Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board at the PYYC club 
room.
2

Rule Changes
2.1
Racing Rule 26 Part 3 (Starting Signals) is amended as follows:   The starting 
procedure will consist of sound and visual signals from the start/finish boat in the 
river.  There will be a 5 minute warning signal (1 hoot and yellow flag), a 1 minute 
preparatory signal (one hoot and code “P” flag) and a start signal (1 hoot and 
Australian flag). 
2.2
Racing Rule 29.2 Part 1 (Individual Recall) is amended as follows:  If a boat crosses 
the line early there will be a series of short sound signals immediately after the start 
signal.  The start boat will attempt to broadcast the name(s) of boat(s) starting early 
on VHF channel 72, but failure to broadcast will not be grounds for redress.  It is up 
to competitors who think they may have started early to decide whether to continue 
on and get penalised 5 minutes in addition to the time started early, or to turn back 
and restart.  Any boat electing to restart must give way to all other boats until 
crossing the line for the second time.
2.3
Racing Rule 42.3 (h) Part 4 (Propulsion) has been amended as follows:  If a boat 
finds it cannot get clear of a grounding using the forces of wind and water, it may, as 
well as using the forces specified in this rule, use a propulsion engine.  Propulsion 
from an engine must cease as soon as the vessel is clear of the grounding.  To avoid 
disqualification if any advantage has been achieved in the race by this propulsion, 
the boat must sail back to a safe position equivalent to where the grounding took 
place before proceeding with the race under sail alone.
2.4
Racing Rule 44 has been amended to replace all two-turns penalties with a one-turn 
penalty.

1.

3

Schedule of Races





Date





      Time








Race



Saturday 1 October 2011

1300hrs


Yamba – Harwood – Yamba



Sunday 2 October 2011


1100hrs


Round the buoys in lower Clarence
4

Courses
4.1
The course for race 1 on Saturday is a simple passage race which will be detailed at 
the briefing at 1130hrs.  The course for race 2 on Sunday will be handed out at the 
briefing at 0930hrs.

4.2
Shortening the course or any other changes to the race will be advised by radio on 
VHF channel 72.
5

The Start
5.1
The starter’s clock will be synchronised with “world time” on the internet.  Although 
the start signals should be in accordance with this clock, the actual start signals 
will 
always take precedence.
5.2
Races will be started using amended Rule 26 with the warning signal made 5 
minutes before the start signal.

5.3
The start line on Saturday will be between the green starboard buoy near the Marine 
Rescue base and the start boat.  The start line on Sunday will be as per the course 
sheet handed out at the briefing.

6

The Finish


The finish for both races will be the same as the start line on Saturday.

7

Time Limit
7.1
Unless varied by the Race Officer of the day, the time limit on Saturday is 5 hours.  
Any variations will be made by radio on VHF channel 72.
7.2
Unless varied by the Race Officer of the day, the time limit on Sunday is 3 hours.  
However if any boat has crossed the finish line within 3 hours the time limit will be 
extended by 30 minutes to allow other boats to finish.
7.3
Boats failing to finish within the time limits will be scored Did Not Finish.

8

Protests and Requests for Redress
8.1
Protest forms are available at the PYYC club room.

8.2
The protest time limit is 90 minutes after the last boat has finished.

8.3
Protest forms must be accompanied by a fee of $25 which is refundable if the protest 
is upheld.

8.4
The protest committee will be appointed by the Commodore and Vice-Commodore.  
Decisions of the protest committee will be final as provided for in Rule 70.5.

2.

9

Scoring
9.1
The scoring system is: 1st. 20 points;  2nd. 18 points;  3rd. 16 points;  4th. 14 points; 
5th. 13 points;  6th. 12 points;  7th. 11 points;  8th. and over 10 points.  A boat that 
starts but does not finish gets 5 points even if the race is subsequently abandoned 
unless that boat is disqualified from the race for whatever reason.  
9.2
Results are based on a standard performance handicap system as used by the 
PYYC.  All current PYYC performance handicaps are publicised in Across the Bar, 
on the web site and on the club notice board.  Boats that have not raced sufficiently 
with the PYYC before will be slotted into the PYYC fleet as accurately as possible 
with a provisional handicap.  All handicaps will be adjusted between races using the 
normal performance handicapping system.
9.3
Prizes are only awarded to competitors competing in both races of the regatta unless 
one of them is cancelled or abandoned.

9.4
Sunday’s race is a PYYC Club Championship event and also counts towards the 
Summer Pointscore Series.

10

Safety Regulations
10.1
Check-in of boats and crew on Saturday will be during registration between 0900hrs 
and 1130hrs.  Check-in on Sunday will be between 0800hrs and 0930hrs.
10.2
A crewmember from each boat that has checked in must sign off after the race to 
confirm that their boat and crew are safely back.  This can also be done by phone or 
radio on VHF channel 72 to Race Control.

10.3
A boat that retires from a race shall notify Race Control or “Bar Tender” ASAP.

10.4
Yacht racing can be a dangerous sport.  Competitors participate in this regatta 
entirely at their own risk and your attention is 
drawn to Racing Rule 4 Part 1 
"Decision to Race".
11

Prizes
11.1
Official prizes will be given as follows:  1st, 2nd and 3rd places for each division over 
the two 
races of the regatta.  Line honours in Sunday’s race.  These will be 
presented when regatta results are announced at the BBQ on Sunday.
11.2
The crew from the winning boat in each division in each race will be given a free 
beer, wine or soft drink if they return to the PYYC club room after the race.

12

Insurance


Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with a 
minimum cover of $5 million.
3.
