GENERAL BOATING RULES

1.
Divisions

The Club has two Divisions for aquatic events, a Racing Division and a Cruising Division.

2.
Boat Register

Details of all boats which are owned by Club members and which participate in Club activities must be entered in the Club’s Register of Boats.

3.
Conduct

3.1
General

While engaged in Club activities on the water, Club members should behave in a responsible manner and with courtesy to other Club members and to the boating public, in general.

3.2
Consumption of alchohol

Members are reminded of the legal requirement that, for operators of recreational vessels, the permissible concentration of alcohol is less than 0.05.

LOCAL RACING RULES

1.
Racing Rules of Sailing

All Club races are conducted in accordance with the ISAF Racing Rules of Sailing 2001 – 2004, including the prescriptions and Addenda of the AYF, except as varied by these Local Rules and the sailing instructions issued for each series, regatta or event.

2.
AYF Special Regulations

2.1
Categories of events

The Club’s events are held under AYF Special Regulations Part 1.  In accordance with Section 2.01, the categories that the Club races under are:

Category 3
Offshore, overnight

Category 4
Offshore, daylight hours

Category 6
In the river, daylight hours

2.2
Radio tranceivers

While it is not a requirement of AYF Special Regulation 3.24 to carry a radio transceiver  for Category 6 races, it is recommended.  It is a requirement of the Club that boats participating in these events shall be fitted with an operating 27MHz or VHF radio.  The frequencies used by the Club are Ch 94 (27MHz) or Ch 72 (VHF).

3.
Equipment audits

All boats must comply with the Category of an event in which it is entered.  It is the responsibility of the owner to complete a safety compliance form annually and to notify the Club’s Equipment Auditor.  Random audits will be undertaken.

4.
Racing programme

The Club’s racing season is from January to December each year.  The annual programme may include the following series, regattas and events:

Group A

The Easter Regatta, held on Easter weekend.

The Founding Fathers Regatta, held on the long weekend in October.

Any races to which other clubs have been invited to send boats.

Group B

An offshore series (Category 4)

Group C

A round-the-buoys series, held in the river

A protected water series, involving races along the river.

Club championships/annual pointscore.

Group D

A Spring Twilight series

A Summer Twilight series

Holiday Twilight races

Group E

Winter midweek series

Group F

Social racing events

5.
Conduct of races

5.1
Starting

For all competitive racing events, the Racing Sub-committee should aim to have formal start and finish procedures detailed in written Sailing Instructions or verbal briefing, including at least, a sound and/or visual signal, a designated starter, a starters clock properly set and starting/finishing times recorded by the starter or other independent person.  Open events and Special Regattas should have sarting procedures in accordance with Racing Rule of Sailing 26.

5.2
Alterations to course

Any alteration to course, either changing the position of marks or shortening course, may be made over the radio on channels 27Mhz 94 and VHF 72 when such alterations are not done in accordance with Racing Rule of Sailing 32.

5.3
Races starting at the Yamba Shores Tavern


All races which start at the Yamba Shores Tavern shall have a handicap start.  The Preparatory signal shall be 1 minute before the start.


(Amendment to Rule 26)


NB The effect of this rule is to allow the use of motor propulsion up to 1 minute before the start.

6.
Propulsion

To get clear after grounding or colliding with another boat or object, a boat may use force applied by the crew of either boat and any equipment, including in the case of grounding, a propulsion engine, providing the boat does not gain an advantage in the direction of the course.

(Amendment to Rule 42.3 (d))

7.
Penalties

In all races, Rule 44 is changed so that the 7200 turn is replaced by a 3600 turn.

8.
Person in charge

The skipper of each boat which participates in a race conducted by the Club shall complete a Crew Registration Form and ensure that it is delivered to a member of the Racing Sub-Committee within 24 hours of the completion of the race, otherwise the boat will be considered as Did Not Start.

(Amendment to Rule 46)

9.
Protests

All protests are to be lodged with the Race Officer and accompanied by a fee of $25 which is refundable if the protest is upheld.

(Refer Rule 61.2)

10.
Manual power

Boats with a power operated keel or centreboard must leave it in a fixed position for the duration of each race.

(Amendment to Rule 52)

11.
Appointment of race officials

All races shall be conducted by the Racing Sub-committee which shall appoint a Race Officer as its representative for each series, regatta or individual event.

(Amendment to Rule 87.2)

12.
Sailing instructions

Changes to Sailing Instructions may be given orally at the pre race briefing or over the radio on channels 27Mhz 94 and VHF 72.

(Amendment to Rule 88.2 (c))

13.
Protest Committee

The Protest Committee shall be a jury appointed by the Commodore and Vice Commodore.

(Amendment to Rule 89)

14.
Navigation hazards

The track shown on course diagrams is indicative only.  It is the responsibility of the skipper to be aware of navigational hazards.  No course will be set which would require a boat, while racing, to pass through a hole in a wall.  While every endeavour will be taken in setting courses to provide sufficient depth of water for all participating boats, it is the skipper’s responsibility to decide whether to participate in any event.

On the advice of Waterways, no course will be set that includes any of the hatched area shown on the following map (Drawing A) of the mouth of the Clarence River.

(Refer Rule K8)
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Drawing A

15.
Insurance

All boats participating in Club events shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with a minimum cover of $5,000,000.

(Refer Rule K27)

16.
Time limits

All races conducted by the Club shall have a time limit, to be determined by the Race Officer.

(Amendment to Rule 35)

CRUISING DIVISION RULES

1.
Cruising programme

The Club’s cruising year is from January to December.  The annual programme shall include the following series and events:

Group A

An Apollo series

Group B

Lady Skippers Day, held in conjunction with the Australia Day holiday.
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